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Theoretical Approaches to the Moral Status of Bioethics
Chen Hua Ma Yonghui
Abstract ; Moral status is an important concept in the field of bioethics, and the objective appeal of human moral awakening and
social development. It has encountered the challenges of “uselessness argument” and “unreasonable stratification” , which require us to
clarify various theoretical approaches. The classical approach to moral status claims that human attributes have normative significance
and moral relevance, and that human moral status is rooted in its intrinsic value, which is challenged by naturalistic fallacy and non—
necessity accusation. The capacity approach modifies and expands the human attributes approach, and incorporates the characteristics of
animal attributes, specifically divided into capacity of rationality and capacity of sentience,which denies the moral consideration of the
fetus for the absence of sentience, rejects to provide the mental disabilities with moral status, and ignores species diversity and correla-
tions. The relationship approach advocates that moral status should be included in the relationship of “mutual justification of one’ s own
behavior” with others, and consider it as the only essential of moral status, which makes it difficult to explain the occurrence of the
right to life. The interest approach regards interest as the only condition and equals the difference of interests as the difference of moral
status. However, it faces the difficulties in the calculation of interests and the problem of rights and interests conversion. To a certain
extent, the life community as an approach to moral status is a possible solution.
Key words: bioethics ; moral status; human attribute ; capacity approach; interest approach
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