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The Dao of Dao and the Dao of Things: Laotzu’s Thoughts About “Dao” as Rules
Lu Jianhua

Abstract ; Laotzu’ s thoughts about “Dao” as rules include the Dao of Dao and the Dao of things. The Dao of things includes the
Dao of heaven, of earth and of the Saint, The supremacy and dominance of Dao determines that the Dao of Dao only “works as its own
nature” , which means “doing nothing indiscriminately” can achievenothing is not done”. The Dao of the heaven and the earth both
follow the Dao of Dao so that they all “do nothing indiscriminately to make that nothing is not done”. The Saint also acts as the Dao of
the heaven so that he is “doing nothing indiscriminately to ensure everything is done”. However, for the Dao of Dao “doing nothing in-
discriminately” is subjective in fact, but “nothing not being done” is objective, which are the relationship between phenomenon and
essence. But for the Dao of the heaven, the earth and the Saint, both of “doing nothing indiscriminately” and “nothing not being done”
are objective,and they form the relationship of means and results, which shows that the Dao of the heaven, the earth and the Saint is
different from the Dao of Dao, and the Dao of the earth and of the Saint follows the Dao of heaven. The Saint’ s Dao “doing nothing in-
discriminately” is passive in front of all things of nature but active in front of the people. The Dao of Dao, the Dao of heaven, the Dao
of earth and the Dao of the Saint all have the spirit of “altruism”.

Key words: Laotzu; Dao; heaven; doing nothing indiscriminately; nothing not being done
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