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The Issue of Sanitation and the Image Construction of

“Rural Forerunners” in the Local Novels of the 1980s
Lei Ming

Abstract ; When it comes to “rural forerunners” , the academic community usually believes that they are committed to the expres-
sion of the national mainstream ideology, with the characteristics of grand narrative, lofty aesthetics and idealism. However, the local
novels in the 1980s were rich and complex in shaping the “ rural forerunners ” in the reform era. The local novels in this period created
the image of “ rural forerunners ” , focusing on the hygienic habit. The novel narrates that the forerunners challenge the rural tradition
by “brushing their teeth” ; The writer writes that they smell fragrant because of their hygiene, so as to identify the position orientation
of “ forerunners ” who agree with the reform; It depicts the clean state of the clothes they wear and represents a new cultural awaken-
ing. The hygienic habit has become an ideographic device for shaping “forerunners” and conveying the demands of reform. At the same
time, it has retained many rural life information in the 1980s, and thus constructed a new mode of life and humanity for shaping “new
people in rural areas” , indicating the direction of literary transformation in the new era.

Key words; the local novels; “rural forerunners” jsanitation;literary transformation
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