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The Three—fold Statements in Zhou-yi on Yin—yang Conception

Zhang Peng

Abstract : After clarifying the basic connotation of the thought of Yin and Yang, we can find that the Book of Changes, written in

the late Shang and early Zhou Dynasties, has a very concentrated expression of the thought of Yin and Yang, which proves that the Book

of Changes and the thought of Yin and Yang are actually integrated and inseparable. First of all, the hexagrams and the changes of the

hexagrams in the text of the Book of Changes are the sign expressions of the thought of Yin and Yang. Second, the method of Dayan in

the Book of Changes handed down and the number hexagrams in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties are the divination expressions of the

thought of Yin and Yang. Finally, the systematic interpretation of the Book of Changes recorded in the pre—Qin classics is the word ex-

pressions of the thought of Yin and Yang. So Yin and Yang are not only the central idea of the Book of Changes, but also the important

content of Chinese philosophy and Chinese thought in the late Shang and early Zhou Dynasties.

Key words: Yin and Yang; the Book of Changes; Shang and Zhou Dynasties
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