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Positive Freedom in the Digital Age

Li Shi

Abstract ; The theory of positive freedom believes that freedom is to do what one really wants to do. The so—called “what one really

wants to do” usually should conform to a certain moral conception, so only moral behavior is free. In the digital era, various digital de-

vices are closely combined with human beings, which form a “digital self”. This “digital self” may know more clearly about what the

agent “really wants to do” than himself( herself). It provides advice for people, and even violates or modifies the will of people based

on certain moral conceptions or political positions. If the behavior of the “digital self” is interpreted as freedom according to the positive

freedom theory, the paradox of “force someone to be free” criticized by Isaiah Berlin may emerge. At the same time, the “digital self”

becomes the “digital dictator” , while the political reality may evolve into “digital totalitarianism”. Therefore, only by speeding up the

democratization of the existing political system and forming effective constraints on digital power can we avoid the arrival of digital totali-

tarianism.

Key words: digital age; positive freedom; digital self; digital dictatorship
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