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The Changing Path, Dynamic Mechanism and Future Transformation

of China’ s Pension Service Policy
Du Peng Wu Yu

Abstract : The systematic pension service policy is an important starting point for China’ s aging social governance, and the timely
change of pension service policy is also a driving force for the implementation of the national strategy to actively respond to the aging
population. The evolution process of China’s pension service policy since 1982 can be divided into five stages: exploration, initial for-
mation, tripartite confrontation, rapid development, optimization and upgrading. From the perspective of historical institutionalism, the
generation logic of China’ s pension service policy mainly comes from international social trends, domestic population changes and the
transformation of national governance. It is the path dependence of China’ s pension service policy change to let the elderly enjoy profes-
sional and high—quality old-age service within the family. With the establishment of the socialist market economic system and the in—
depth promotion of the national strategy to actively respond to the aging of the population, the old—age service policy has gradually real-
ized the transformation of the integration and development of multiple providers. The dynamic mechanism of policy transformation comes
from the change of economic environment, the innovation of government concepts, the interaction of multi—dimensional subjects, social
and technological changes and external demonstration effects. Therefore, it is necessary to reflect and judge the achievements and chal-
lenges of China’ s current pension service policy, and make theoretical thinking on the development and trend of the future policy.

Key words : pension service policy; historical institutionalism; transition path; key nodes; dynamic mechanism
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