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A Re-examination of the Cultual Pluralism of Du Yaquan
Zuo Yuhe Li Yongzhen

Abstract: As a well-known cultural conservative in the May Fourth Period, Du Yaquan paid close attention to the international
political situation and the world situation. With an open cultural mind, he compared the Eastern and Western civilizations in the theo-
retical sense and advocated pluralism and cultural harmony theory. He concluded that the difference between the Eastern and Western
civilization was not only the difference between static civilization and dynamic civilization, but also the difference between spiritual civi-
lization and material civilization. He did not admit that Western civilization was superior to and more progressive than Chinese civiliza-
tion on the whole, believing that China’ s inherent civilization could “relieve” Western civilization and even make a redeemable contri-
bution to world civilization. Du Yaquan’ s theory of cultural harmony affirmed that Chinese civilization had its own value and promoted
the creation of a new modern Chinese civilization based on Chinese traditional civilization through the reconciliation of Eastern and
Western civilizations. It reflected his concern for the destiny of the nation and the future of Chinese civilization, and conformed to and
revealed the development trend of the integration of Eastern and Western cultures during the May Fourth Movement — freedom of
thought, diversity of values and openness and inclusiveness. However, he not only exaggerated the disadvantages of the Western modern
civilization, but also misunderstood the negative impact of the European war on the Western modern civilization. As a result, he only
saw the national differences between the two civilizations and denied the more obvious differences of times between the two, which was
not reasonable, and not conducive to the real solution of the Eastern and Western cultural problems and the construction of the new Chi-
nese modern civilization.

Key words:Du Yaquan; Eastern and Western civilization; cultural harmony; cultural conservatism; pluralism
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