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Lao Zi Is Not Out—dated: The New Taoist School as the Basis of the Reconciliation

Between Confucianism and Legalism
Zhang Zailin

Abstract : The history of Chinese thought, fundamentally speaking, is actually a history of the struggle between Confucianism and
Legalism, that is, a history of adhering to “rule of etiquette” or “rule of law”. However, tracing back to the origin, whether it is the
unity of family and state that is close and benevolent to the people advocated by the Confucian rule of etiquette, or acquiring justice
based on personal interests that is advocated by the Legalist rule of law for the good of the public of the world, is based on the self-or-
ganization of life of Lao Zi’ s “Tao follows nature” as its common ultimate basis and ultimate foundation. Recognizing this will not only
help to overcome the dilemma between the choice of Confucianism or Legalism in China’s ideology, but also make an extremely impor-
tant theoretical foundation and contribution to the rise of the “new Taoism” , as demonstrated by the emerging trend of “ Confucianism
with Taoism” and “Legalism with Taoism” in modern times.

Key words: the dispute between Confucianism and Legalism; Tao follows nature; the trend of rejuvenation in modern times; Neo

—Taoism
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