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From “the Benevolent Enjoy Mountains” to “Using Mountains to Describe Literature” in

Wen Xin Diao Long
Wu Zhongsheng

Abstract ; Since ancient times, Chinese people like to use “mountain” , which is a very familiar thing, to compare abstract things.
From the pre—Qin Confucianism to Wen Xin Diao Long, this wisdom of analogy with mountains roughly went through three stages:
“body benevolence” , “morality” and “literature metaphor” , forming the basic thread of the benevolent thought of Chinese literary the-
ory, and reflecting the philosophical thinking of Chinese culture, the ethical concept of Chinese people and the aesthetic taste of Chi-
nese literati respectively. Influenced by the way of thinking and speaking in terms of benevolence and morality in mountains since the
pre=Qin period, coupled with the prosperity of landscape culture and the independence of literature, the phenomenon of “using
mountains as metaphor for literature” appeared in a large number of literary criticisms in the Wei and Jin Dynasties, and Wen Xin Diao
Long written by Liu Xie was even more impressive. There is no connection between literature and art and mountains, but in Liu Xie’ s
opinion, literature and art and mountains were heterogeneous but the same wonderful, so there were many statements in which
mountains were used to describe literature in Wen Xin Diao Long. The vivid statement of “using mountains to describe literature” has
deeply penetrated into the thinking of the Chinese literary theory and the deep—structure of discourse.

Key words: the benevolent enjoy mountains ; Wen Xin Diao Long ;use mountains to describe literature
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