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The Metaphor of Self—transformation .
on the Clue of “I Lose Myself” in The Equality of Things
Kuang Zhao

Abstract ; The equality of all things in Zhuang Zi represents a typical Zhuang Zi’ s attitude towards the world of things and knowl-
edge, and also provides a basic explanation of how it is possible to achieve the so—called escape beyond the ordinary. From the consist-
ent Taoist standpoint, this implies some way of attaining the Dao, while for Zhuang Zi it manifests itself as the discovery of the self, the
concern for the self—transformation, and the confirmation of a specific transcendent perspective. As we all know, Zhuang Zi’ s way of
saying about these issues has a distinct characteristic, that is, using metaphor as the basic means of philosophical rhetoric to express his
new understanding of the relationship between self and Dao. By refocusing on the permeating “I lose myself” statement in The equality
of all things, and evaluating the related important structural metaphors, such as “Sanlai”, “Huanzhong”, and “transformation of
things” , we can see how Zhuang Zi started from the Tao—object relationship to prove his own understanding of the Tao—T problem, as
well as his understanding of the self-transformation process. In understanding these, metaphor as a means of philosophical rhetoric can
be used as a powerful supplement to the present philological research.

Key words: The equality of all things; self; metatphor; philology
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