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Seeking the Truth to Cancel the Names and Debates
— The Philosophical Analysis of the Ming School Criticism in the Article Main Points of the Six Schools
Li Ruohui

Abstract:In essence, the Ming School constructed two different kinds of “reality” under the name of “conformity between name

¢ ¢

and actuality”. One was the conformity of the “name” with the “thing” of reality, commonly thought of as the “conformity of name and
actuality” ; the other regarded the “name” itself as a “thing”, and understood “reality” as the conformity of the ‘name’ with the
‘name as a thing’ itself, which was the unique understanding of the Ming School. Here, “name” was the formal specification of
“thing” , and “actuality” was the “form of existence” of “thing”. When the form prescriptions of the “thing” stipulated the existence
form of “thing” , it inevitably led to the formal existence of “thing”. The Ming School defined the name itself as a “thing” , i.e., the
mere formal existence of the “thing”. This removed the place of the real existence of “thing” from the theoretical system of the theory
of Ming, thus detaching it from experience, i.e., separation of name from reality. The Ming School then constructed paradoxical propo-
sitions from non—empirical concepts in a logical mind that was not contradictory and through the reasoning of the connected empirical
facts. The fatal aspect of this paradoxical empirical proposition, as Sima Tan pointed out, was that it was “unreal” , as it related to ex-
perience and thus couldn’t be judged purely logically as “true value”, and that the “name” and “actuality” were separated, thus

4

making it impossible to determine the “reality” of the proposition. By reducing experience to concepts, Sima Tan transformed the theory
of Ming into an “empirical proposition”. While this enabled the theory of Ming to successfully guide political practice, it completely de-
stroyed the soul of the theory of Ming, leaving behind only an instrumental framework and shell.

Key words: the theory of Ming; name; reality; actuality; frugality
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