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The Imagination of Ancient Music and the Presentation of Literature:

The Restoration and Change of the Yuefu Poetry of the Ming Dynasty
Wang lizeng

Abstract : People don’ t think highly of the Yuefu poetry of the Ming Dynasty, generally regarding it as a“literary plagiarism” at
the literary level. Actually, in the early days of the Ming Dynasty, people strongly advocated ancient music. In this context, literati at-
tempted to renew the ancient music in the Han and Wei Dynasties by writing Yuefu poetry. People formed the imagination of ancient
music through formal similarity of poetry, at the same time, they also turned their attention to the folk music,but ultimately they got nu-
trition from ancient ballads. During the creation of Yuefu poetry in the Ming Dynasty, people tried to find “the original meaning” of the
ancient Yuefu poetry, and inherited the tradition of Yuan Bai’ s Neo—yuefu poetry and Yuefu poetry in history, strengthened the irony,
adopted the ways of changing topics, adding prefaces, creating informal forms and diverse styles to make the individuation of Yuefu po-
etry. All these indicate that Yuefu poetry in the Ming Dynasty was completely separated from the system of songs and lyrics, and its lite-
rariness was further enhanced.

Key words: Yuefu poetry of the Ming Dynasty; the imagination of the ancient music; the presentation of literature
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