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Reconstructing the Aesthetics of Edification.

The Theoretical Reengineering of “Wen”

Yu Kailiang

in Wen Xin Diao Long
Jiang Yishu

Abstract : In order to rebuild the edifying ideal of literature in response to the flashy and insubstantial situation of the literary

world, Liu Xie aesthetically expanded and corrected the connotation of “Wen” in three aspects; the relation between Wen and Dao,

the subject of creation and the literary work itself. By restoring the essential connection between Wen and Dao, he argued for the meta-

physical roots of the edifying value of the literature ; by bridging the Six Dynasties’ theory of “ Ganwu” ( sense things) and the Confucian

.. « T
tradition of “poem expressing ideal” ,

he reshaped the creative subject as the one who “inspired from things and expressed the feelings”

(gan wu yin zhi) ; by developing the Confucian view of “wen” ( decoration) and “zhi” (content) , Liu redefined the ideal text in terms

of both form and content. Through his literary thought, Liu fused the Confucian view of edification with the aesthetics of the essay, and

creatively reconstructed the aesthetics of edification in a holistic perspective that manifests the Confucian humanistic spirit.

Key words; Wen Xin Diao Long; Wen—Dao relation; edification; style (Feng Gu)
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