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Mencius , and The Great Learning and the Classic Groundwork of Wang Yangming’s

Neo—confucianism: A Genesic Study
Mao Zhaohui

Abstract: Wang Yangming’ s Neo—confucianism, namely, Xin Xue (philosophy of heart—mind) took “becoming a sage” as the
starting point, and “sage is principle” as the premise, and consequently built its structure based on the two propositions of “heart—
mind is principle” and “extending intuitive knowledge” . From the perspective of the the genesic study, Yangming’ s Neo—confucianism
in his early years stemmed from Zhu Xi, and the structure he constructed conformed to Mencius. However, in his later years, Yangming
criticised both Mencius and Zhu Xi. He thought The Great Learning modified by Zhu Xi deviated from Confucius’ s philosophy of becom-
ing a sage and Mencius’s “Ji Yi” cultivation theory was a kind of dualism. Therefore, he thought it necessary to criticize Zhu Xi’ s Da
Xue Zhang Ju and modified Mencius’ s Gongfu theory, which contributed to his restoring the ancient version of The Great Learning and
his new interpretation of The Great Learning. In sum, the construction of Yangming’ s mind philosopny discarded Zhu Xi’ s adapted The
Great Learning and inserted Mencius, then evolved from the modifications of Mencius to the ancient version of The Great Learning, and
finally took this as the foundation and destination of his Neo—confucianism.

Key words: Wang Yangming; mind philosophy ; Mencius; The Great Learning; the groundwork of Classics
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