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The Retorting of Guo Songtao’ s DaXueZhangJuZhiYi to Zhu Xi and

Its Meaning in the Intellectual History
Li Jingfeng Liu Jun

Abstract ;: The Neo—confucianism of Cheng—Zhu in late Qing Dynasty broke through the constraint of Qianlong and Jiaqing scholar-
ship of Han to flourishing and reviving. How to deal with Zhu Xi’ s doctrine, and how to respond current malpractice became the neces-
sary time topic for Neo—Confucianism group in the late Qing Dynasty represented by Guo Songtao. Guo closely clung to the DaXu-
eZhangJu which was the core of Zhu Xi’ s philosophy system, faced pragmatism with the manner of Han and Song Dynasties, and
launched a systematic retorting of Zhu Xi’ s philosophy system, which showed the distinct peculiarity of deviating from Zhu Xi. On the
one hand, he interpreted Da Xue from a new dimension with the angle of political philosophy after integrating the Han studies, the Song
studies and the pragmatism studies. On the other hand, he provided a new perspective and a new way to understand Zhu Xi with the
perspective of the revival of Neo—confucianism. More importantly, his example showed the strong color that the classic interpretation of
the late Qing served the realistic politics.

Key words: Guo Songtao; DaXueZhangJuZhiYi; Zhu Xi; contradict and query; pragmatism
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