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Gain Benefits Through Improper Channels : The Phenomena, Characteristics and

Causes of Southerners with a Tendency of Technicality in the Sui Dynasty

Wang Yongping

Abstract: Among the southerners in the Sui Dynasty, many people engaged in various technicalities were a special and active

group. Among divination, medicine, music, and facial techniques, there were representative figures, who played an important role in

many military and political activities of Emperor Wen and Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty. They speculated about the emperor’ s in-

tentions, and their political roles tended to be sycophants, so they received higher treatment. They introduced the skills of the South to

the North, which was a manifestation of the continuous integration of North and South cultures. Most of these people engaged in techni-

cal work were from the gentry of the Southern Dynasty. The main reason why they could not obtain their rights and interests through

proper channels was that their status as survivors of national subjugation was suppressed by the nobles in Guanzhong and Longshang.

Emperor Wen and Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty believed that the heaven showed signs corresponding to personnel, which led some

southerners to speculate for profits.

Key words: the Sui Dynasty; southern subjugators in the Sui Dynasty; tendency of technicality
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