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Unearthed Bamboo Slips and the Form of “Ritual” Books Spread

Before the Middle Western Han Dynasty
Yang Bo

Abstract ; The unearthed bamboo slips provide physical evidence for the exploration of the form of “ritual” books spread before the
middle of the Western Han Dynasty. Bamboo books Ziyi, Zhongyong and Baofu of Guo Dian, Shangbo and Haihun enabled us center
on the Book of Rites to discover the document system of early Confucianism and the general construction process of Confucian thought.
Not only Ziyi, Zhongyong and other works attributed to the so—called “seventy sons of Confucius” in traditional understanding were in-
cluded, so was Haihun bamboo book Baofu, whose discovery proved its close relationship with Jia Yi’s Xinshu, and also reflected the
processing form of Han Confucianism in the formation of the text of the Book of Rites. The chapters of Yili in Wuwei Han bamboo slips
and Wang Huiyin Yi in Haithun bamboo book not only helped to understand the text form of Yili in the Western Han Dynasty, but also
saw the chapters derived from Yili and similar to the “Yi” of the dynasty made by Shu Suntong. Before the middle of the Western Han
Dynasty, the imbalance of the text forms of “Rites” in Yili and Liji was gradually revealed by an endless stream of bamboo slips and
ancient books.

Key words:the Book of Rites; Yili; bamboo slips and ancient books; bamboo books of Haihun
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