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Dong Zhongshu's Creative Development of Xun Zi’s Theory of Human Nature

from the Perspective of Name Correction
Wang Bo

Abstract ; The most striking common view of Dong Zhongshu and Xun Zi's theory of human nature was that they were both attached
to their doctrine of name correction, and they were both fundamental arguments for the theory of the Way of Kings.The core principle of
Xun Zi's name correction was to determine the name by the reality, while Dong Zhongshu was to inspect the name in order to require
the reality to match it. Xun Zi, by giving a proper name to human nature, took the real desires of human nature as the necessary pre-
requisite for the sage king to make rituals and justice.Dong Zhongshu, through his deep understanding of the heavenly intent of the sa-
ges when they established the name of nature,took the unskillfulness of human nature as a necessary prerequisite for the establishment
of the king by heaven and the education of the king. Compared with Xun Zi, Dong Zhongshu carried out the principle of the name cor-
rection to the extreme, thoroughly " deeply investigating" the names related to human nature, limiting the theory of human nature to the
nature of all people, and dealing with the problem that the tradition of " birth as nature" could not reasonably be derived from good gov-
ernance by separating nature and emotion.The three human natures are not a fixed conceptual division, but a dynamic process of pres-
entation.

Key words: Dong Zhongshu; Xun Zi; name correction; theory of human nature
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