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The Night-reading Writing in the Works of Pu Songling

and His Expression of Pain and Happiness
Zhang Han

Abstract: As an intellectual who never passed the imperial examination in feudal society, Pu Songling was touched by reading in
the night deeply, and he put all types of events about his night-reading into his works and created a unique genre called night-reading
writing. Generally speaking, he expressed the pain of night-reading in his poems and articles; However, in his fictions, he usually
showed the pleasure of night—reading through his imagination narration of family affection, friendship and love, so that he transferred
his pain to happiness and created a joyful world to acquire the comforting salvation and compensation of life.The painful in the actual
world can be appreciated from Poetry Anthology of Liao Zhai to Collected Works of Liao Zhai, while the projection of transferring pain to
happiness can be appreciated from Strange Siories from a Chinese Studio. 1t borrowed the fictional creation of beautiful fairy of flower
and fox, to achieve the solace from the story of bosom relationship between beautiful ladies and gentlemen and the creation of a joyful
world, which was full of unique and poetic beauty, and efficiently conveyed the inner meaning of the pain and happiness experienced by
Pu Songling.

Key words: Pu Songling; night-reading; transfer pain to happiness; the creation of a joyful world
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