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The Funeral Etiquette of the Princesses of the Ming Dynasty from the Epitaph

Dong Fenhe

Xing Peng

Abstract : The Capital Museum has the collection of 8 epitaphs of Ming Dynasty princesses ( including the emperor’s sisters and the

emperor’s aunts ) unearthed from Beijing. The epitaphs contained information such as the time of death of the tomb owner and the time

of burial and official sacrifices. These epitaphs show, before Jiajing Reign, the burial time of the tomb owner basically conformed to the

regulations of three months after the death; after Jiajing Reign, the burial time was more than three months. In addition, during the Jia-

jing Period, decorative patterns began to appear in the princess epitaph, indicating that the society and tomb culture of this period were

undergoing a change.
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