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On the Theory of ''Benevolence of All Things as One' in Yangming School
— Taking Wang Yiwu and Zhang Xinmin as Examples
Zhong Zhiguo

Abstract ;: As the successors of Yangming school in Henan Province in the late Ming Dynasty, Wang Yiwu and Zhang Xinmin
mainly expounded Wang Yangming's theory of conscience with the core topic of " benevolence of all things as one" , which had endowed
Yangming school with outstanding characteristics of local school inheritance. Both of them held the point of view that Tao is not far away
from people, Heaven and human beings are the same on the level of Tao, and Tao is the mind. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek
Tao outside the mind. They thought that it is one thing to Qiong Li( %5#) , to Jin Xing(/2%) and Zhi Ming( Z4¥) , which is mani-
fested in the pursuit of the benevolence of all things as one. Zhang Xinmin mainly explained benevolence from compassion, so he op-
posed to regarding "oneself" as an isolated individual. He stressed that we should treat people as ourselves in order to achieve the be-
nevolence of all things as one. Wang Yiwu emphasized that people should not treat themselves too narrowly, so he paid special attention
to removing the cover of selfish desire and restoring their original state of observation to benevolence.

Key words: Wang Yiwu; Zhang Xinmin; Tao is not far away from people; all things as one, benevolence
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