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On the Concept of '"Nature' in Lao Zi
Shun Zhen Tang Wei
Abstract:In recent years, a great number of influential academic journals have published quite frequently a lot of theses discus-

sing the subject of nature ( [1#R) in the book Lao Zi. The discussions on "nature" in Lao Zi shows that the concept of " nature" has a
special place in the book Lao Zi, Lao Zi philosophy, Taoism philosophy and even in Chinese philosophy, and also demonstrates that
there are dimensional accesses to discussions on the concept of "nature" with view of hermeneutics. The significance of this discussion
is that it not only enriches the reinterpretation of the book Lao Zi, but also makes our understanding closer to the original definition that
was defined by Lao Zi. This paper argues the concept of "nature" from three levels including probing the origin of the character " na-
ture" , combing Zhuang Zi's arguments and opinions, so that we can face "nature" directly again, try hard to truly go forward and enter
the realm of "nature". Our conclusion is that "ran" (#X) is the base of concept of nature, and "zi" ( H) is an extending discussion of
concept of nature, so that "nature" which is a philosophical concept with far—fetching effect and unique charm has been fully formed.
" Nature" concept is not only an original creation of Chinese philosophy in the level of discourse, interpretation and communication in
the Pre—Qin Dynasty, but also relates to the foundation of Chinese philosophy affecting cognitive transformation from " ethic" (&4 #{) to
" self—transformation" (##4L) in Wei and Jin Dynasties.

Key words:nature ( HJik) ; nature( H4X) ; experience; transcendence; native
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