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"Qing" and "Yi'" Are Inseparable: A New Interpretation of Confucius’ Thought

on the Relationship Between Emotion and Reason

Jia Weiwei

Abstract: The relationship between emotion and reason is one of the most concerned human relations in traditional Chinese

thought. Confucius valued both " Qing" and "Yi".According to Confucius, " Qing" is not only the important way of human existence,

but also the starting point for the establishment of human morality and the perfection of virtue; " Yi" focuses on what personnel should

do and what humanity should do, which is not only external to human moral norms, but also internal to human value discrimination. As

moral categories, " Qing" and " Yi" have a dynamic balance relationship to maintain tension: " Qing" is the beginning of " Yi" and "

Yi" is the regulation of " Qing". In Confucius’ thought, " Qing" and "Yi" are inseparable, " Yi" is rooted in " Qing" , and " Qing" is

secured by "Yi". "Yi", based on the appropriate emotion, is the logical basis for the integration and balance of emotion and reason,

which demonstrates the truth of emotion, the goodness of rationality and the aesthetic of appropriateness of Confucius.

Key words: Confucius; Qing; Yi; emotion and reason
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