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An Elucidation of Confucius’ ''Renzhe Shou ( The Virtuous Live Long)"
Jiao Guocheng

Abstract ; Confucius’ proposition of " Renzhe Shou" or " the virtuous live long" comprises the ethical implication of the unity of
virtue and blessing. However, his other admonition "life and death are decreed by fate" seems to contradict this proposition. The early
deaths of virtuous people such as Yan Yuan and Ran Boniu also exacerbated people’s doubt about the credibility of " the virtuous live
long" . Post—Confucian scholars have made various explanations and justifications for " the virtuous live long" in history, but many of
them distorted or even negated the proposition itself. From these explanations, we can see how Post—Confucian scholars deviated from
the Confucian tradition established by Confucius. The proposition of " The virtuous live long" is subtle in words and deep in meaning.
Its essence is in accordance with the way of Heaven and Earth, which is the expansion of the original belief of Confucianism. At the
same time, it is also the inheritance and development of the consistent cultural tradition of Chinese virtue and longevity, which has its
eternal rationality. Only by understanding the true meaning of " benevolent longevity" , can we avoid deviating from the true spirit of
Confucianism advocated by Confucius.

Key words : Confucius; the virtuous live long; coherence of virtue and longevity
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