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A Preliminary Study on the Summary of Instructions for States and Counties

in Qianlong Edition and the Edited Comparison Clauses of Autumn Trial

Wang Suyu

Abstract : The copyright page and preface of " Summary of Instructions for States and Counties" in the fifty—ninth edition of Qian-

long contain two main pieces of information: one is that Cheng Yan is the collector of plates, while Fang Rugian is the editor of volume

four, and the other is that there may have exited relatively rough autumn trial comparison clauses in the twenty—sixth year of Qianlong.

There were indeed " inconsistent provisions" in the comparative clauses of the autumn trial before 32 years Qianlong. Although the clau-

ses in the " Summary of Instructions for States and Counties" are possibly not issued by the official and are original in arrangement and

compilation, they are obviously related to the later mainstream popular autumn trial comparison clauses, showing the characteristics of

roughness and briefness of autumnal trial clauses in the initial stage of development.

Key words : Summary of Instructions for States and Counties; Fang Rugian; Autumnal Trial Comparison Clauses
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