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The Three—fold Connotation of the Concept ' Zisheng'' in Taoist Philosophy

Gao Yuan

Abstract: From the perspective of the creation and use of " Zisheng" , this concept largely represents a way of thinking to explore

the causes of generation. From this perspective, " Zisheng" has three—fold meanings. First, it takes itself as the cause of occurrence

and generation on the basis of excluding the role and influence of the " other". Second, it excludes purposeful and conscious generation

in the disintegration of self—consciousness. Third, on the one hand, based on the limitations of human cognitive ability, the reason of

generation is essentially unknown; On the other hand, "unknown" points to the most fundamental living situation of mankind. In that

case, the best way to live is letting nature take its course.

Key words: " Zisheng" ; conceptual connotation; cognition
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