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"Jun-zi Also Wants Benefit'' .

Cheng and Zhu's Innovative Views on Righteousness and Benefit
Le Aiguo
Abstract ; Cheng Yi's interpretation of Mencius " why should the king speak of benefit" , combined with his interpretation of Menci-
us " the reason is based on benefit" ,not only indicated that " Jun—zi also wants benefits" from the perspective of interest, but also ar-
gued that " Only focusing on benefit is harmful" from the perspective of righteousness and benefit,and expressed that " Benevolence and
righteousness are not opposed to benefit". Zhu Xi was dissatisfied with Cheng’s interpretation of " the reason is based on benefit" , but
inherited Cheng's interpretation of " why should the king speak of benefit" , and gave full play to and improved it, which not only in-
cluded more affirmation of benefit, but also regarded "mind of only focusing on benefit" as human’s negative desire, and on this basis

[

explained Mencius " speaking of benevolence and righteousness rather than benefit". Cheng and Zhu's interpretations of " why should
the king speak of benefit" and their view of righteousness and benefit were not only an important innovation in the history of Mencius in-
terpretation in ancient China, but also an important development of Confucius’s view of righteousness and benefit. Later generations
paid more attention to Cheng and Zhu's view of righteousness and benefit, but ignored their affirmation of benefit contained in " Jun-zi

also wants benefits" from the perspective of interest, so that this innovative idea was gradually forgotten.

Key words:Cheng Yi; Zhu Xi; Mencius; Jun-zi also wants benefit
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