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Examination and Construction of Relief Mechanism of

Criminal Trial in Absentia Procedure in China
Cao Can

Abstract : The Criminal Procedure Law of China revised in 2018 stipulates the criminal trial in absentia procedure. One of the core
purposes of this procedure is to try the suspects and defendants of corruption and bribery who have abscond abroad, so as to reflect our
country’s determination to fight against corruption. Compared with the trial procedure in person, the trial procedure in absence has nat-
ural defects, and it is necessary to build relevant relief mechanisms to make up for it. At present, the relief of trial procedure in absen-
tia in China can be divided into continuous absentia relief, termination absentia relief and comprehensive relief. These relief mecha-
nisms help to protect the rights and interests of defendants in criminal proceedings, but there are also some problems, such as conflict
with relevant values and mechanisms of criminal proceedings, and lack of coordination between various relief mechanisms. To solve
these problems, it is necessary to coordinate and refine various specific relief mechanisms and make them work together on the basis of
clarifying the positioning of the relief mechanism for the trial procedure in absentia.

Key words: criminal trial in absentia procedure; relief mechanism; program improvement
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