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A Preliminary Study on Lu Xixing’s Thought of Propriety in Study of Zhuang Zi
— Based on Nanhua Zhenjing Fumo
Ding Sixin Fei Chunhao

Abstract : Lu Xixing discussed Zhuang Zi's thought of propriety from the perspective of his theory of Dao. On the whole, Lu Xixing
held that there were two forms of relationship between Dao and propriety: " producing end from origin" and " chasing end without ori-
gin". To be specific, in terms of the origin of propriety, Lu Xixing proposed that Dao was the origin of propriety from two aspects: the
sage imitates heaven's way to establish humanity, and the propriety originates from human nature. On the question of what is " the ulti-
mate propriety" , he also put forward the viewpoints of " the ultimate propriety is natural" and "the propriety does not forget its begin-
ning" . In the former, "nature" has the meaning of " unintentional" and "noumenon" , which advocates not clinging to specific ritual
forms, but also emphasizes the natural revelation of moral noumenon. The latter emphasizes the importance of Dao in propriety and the
necessity of propriety for the return of Dao; it also points out that it is necessary to respect, understand, and be content with the popu-
larization of heaven and earth, and always communicate with it. Lu Xixing's thought of propriety was the theoretical achievement of his
communication with Confucianism and Daoism, which not only provided some resources for his interpretation of some difficult problems
in Zhuang Zi, but also promoted the Daoist ritual thought to a broader life field.

Key words: Lu Xixing; study of Zhuang Zi; ritual theory; Nanhua Zhenjing Fumo
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