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Explanation of Doubts About the Si Bu Shang Shu of the Northern Wei Dynasty

Chen Kaiying

Abstract:Si Bu Shang Shu was a kind of officials of inner Dynasty in the period of TuoBa Tao, Emperor Taiwu of the Northern
Wei Dynasty. As an honorary title, it was mainly awarded to people with military merit. Si Bu Shang Shu was a vocabulary with Xianbei
color. It can not be attached to Chinese and understood as a local administrative system in the Northern Wei Dynasty. The meaning of
the ‘ Si Bu’ was no longer important, and ‘ Shang Shu’ represented the close relationship with the emperor, and was directly ruled by
the monarch. During the period of TuoBa Tao, a large number of Shang Shu officials were established, though there was a huge gap be-
tween the real role and their designation . This was the need for rewarding, reserving and directly transfering military talents by TuoBa
Tao during the war. Promoting and enriching many talents who were good at practical affairs to the internal court officials, gradually
broke the traditional internal court official structure based on blood relationship in the Northern Wei Dynasty. This selection and em-
ployment mechanism not only combined its own tradition, but also had the characteristics of system innovation, which laid the founda-
tion for the reform of Sinicization of Xiaowen Emperor.

Key words: the Northern Wei Dynasty; Si Bu Shang Shu; official system of the Northern Wei Dynasty
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