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The Metaphysical Deepening of the Daoism Practices
— Exploring Xiang Xiu's Commentary on Zhuangzi
Deng Xiaomang
Abstract : Xiang Xiu's Commentary on Zhuangzi differed greatly from the interpretations of many previous commentators, especial-
ly his commentary on " Wandering to Freedom" , which was regarded as a new interpretation of Daoist freedom. In fact, Xiang's com-
mentary was more in line with Zhuang Zi's original intention, and should be regarded as the true meaning of freedom. It signified that

"great" and "small" should be abolished, and that one should not leave the ordinary world to pursue

the absolute distinction between
a higher realm of life. According to Xiang Xiu, one can be free and become a sage even in the trivial worldly life. In order to achieve
this, Xiang Xiu deepened and improved the practical model of Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi, not only explicitly explaining the "noble nothing-
ness" through the idea of " nonaction" , but also placing the idea of " mindlessness" implicit in the former at the core of his philosophy.

It thus solved the contradiction between "nonaction" and "action" , and avoided the paradox of " nonaction toward action". With such
a thoroughgoing perspective of "nothingness" , Xiang Xiu disagreed with Ji Kang's attitude of nurturing life deliberately, and certainly
did not submit to the shackles of Confucianism. Xiang Xiu inadvertently gave up his criticism of the Confucianist moral codes, and
paved the way for Guo Xiang and Pei’e to a compromise with Confucianism.

Key words: freedom; debate between " great" and "small" ; theory of " mindlessness" ; impossibility of nurturing life; Confucian-

ist moral codes
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