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On the Inheritance and Innovation of the Tradition of

Chinese Emotional-rational Moral Philosophy
Guo Weithua
Abstract:In the past, the tradition of Chinese emotional—rational moral philosophy not only became the unique spiritual symbol of
the Chinese nation, but also nurtured the unique spiritual temperament of Chinese civilization: the spirit of " self—denial" which shows
the moral nobility; the " benevolence" spirit" which unifies dialectically emotion of love and reason of ethics; and the sensible and
righteous moral character. However, as a "tradition" , it has encountered a series of pains in the reform of modern society: the fierce

collision between the " super—utilitarian" spirit of " self—denial" and the " profit—seeking" market economy; the conflict between the

closed moral autonomy mode of traditional concept of " benevolence" and the open character of modern society; the strong obstruction of

"

the modern " stranger society" against the traditional sentiment and morality. How to get new life from "labor pains" should be based on
the actual needs. We should open up a new realm for the tradition of Chinese emotional—rational moral philosophy through the dynamic
interaction of "inheritance" and " innovation" , making it continue to provide important spiritual support for the current and future life
of human beings.

Key words: Chinese emotional—rational moral philosophy; benevolence; self—denial; moral character
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