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A Study of the Boundaries Between VR Films and VR Games

Wang Rui

Jiang Jinzhang

Abstract : Virtual reality blurs the boundaries between different forms of media. Therefore, boundaries based on unique character-

istics of VR films and VR games may also gradually disappear. However, via multilevel research, we find that such boundaries still

clearly exist in the current VR developments and trends. In terms of the visual aspect, VR games and films both benefit from the spec-

tacular experience of the interactive immersive images. The final function and purpose of these visual images are different once the nov-

elty fades though. Films tend to be narrative and aesthetic, while games prefer a participatory experience that replaces reality. This is

the visual boundary between the two forms. In terms of the expression aspect, VR films retain cinemagraphic linguistics and an ideo-

graphic space parallel to narratives. In comparison, not only linguistics is unnecessary for VR games, its spatial expression is also simp-

ler, more objective, and emphasizes players’ intuitive perception. Ontologically, VR films are more realistic in external material and in-

ternal spiritual reality; it also has deeper spiritual meaning. The essence of VR games, meanwhile, is virtual space experience about

rules and interactive results; the driving force is the enjoyment from cyberspace functionality.

Key words: virtual reality; VR films; VR games; media convergence; boundary
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