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Accountability and Supervision on the Epidemic Disease Prevention
in Song Dynasty
Xing Lin

Abstract: The ruling class of the Song Dynasty knew well that the effective control of the epidemic disease was closely related to
the strengthening of the centralization and the stability of the local social order. In the course of disease prevention and control, strict
supervision and accountability was exercised over the process of disease prevention and control. The accountability and supervision sys-
tem was established from the access to information, the purchase of medicinal materials, drug use, isolation treatment, the severe pun-
ishment for the folk "witch doctors" . This accountability and supervision system embodied obvious characteristics of dynamic and diver-
sified accountability and supervision. The comparatively elaborate accountability and supervision system was established in the preven-
tion and control of epidemic diseases in Song Dynasty, yet, there were still some limitations, such as the decentralization and confusion
of supervision and administration power.

Key words:Song Dynasty; epidemic disease; prevention; supervision
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