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The Standard of Philosophy and the Legitimacy of Western Philosophy in China
— A Core Issue in the Exploration of Modern Chinese Philosophy
Su Dechao

Abstract:In China, the discussion on the legitimacy of philosophy tends to focus on traditional Chinese philosophy, while the le-

gitimacy of Western philosophy is almost ignored. This resulted from the backwardness of modern China, the strength of Western scien-

tific power and the excessively narrow view of philosophy. It was widely believed that modern China’s backwardness was mainly manifes-

ted in science, of which Western philosophy was one of mainly supportive factors,and that to philosophize was to pursue knowledge. In

order to save the nation from extinction, Chinese philosophy, therefore, had to be radically reconstructed according to Western philoso-

phy. However, Western philosophy does not directly support Western science, nor do they cover each other. What's more, the main

goal of philosophy is not to acquire knowledge, but to provide value and define meaning. Hence, we need to reflect on the rationality of

Western philosophy in reconstructing Chinese philosophy and the legitimacy of Western philosophy in China. The justification of West-

ern philosophy lies in that it depicts the Western civilization and the world understood by Western civilization from the bottom logic,

which helps us better understand the West, the world, and is beneficial for the self-renewal of Chinese philosophy.

Key words : philosophical standards; Western philosophy in China; the exploration of modern Chinese philosophy
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