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Research on the Resigning of the Prime Minister in the Field of

Imperial Power in the Song Dynasty

Tian Zhiguang

Abstract:In the Song Dynasty, the resigning system developed constantly, the permanent tenure system was broken, and the al-

ternation of new and old officials was accelerated, which was an important reflection of political civilization progress. However, as the

highest representative of officials, the official appointment system has little restriction on the prime minister’s tenure. Apart from his

physical health, the prime minister’s official appointment was mainly determined by the emperor’s attitude, his close or distant relation-

ship with the emperor, his style of government work and the situation of the court administration.The reasons for his official appointment

were different, which highlighted the particularity of the system’s operation and application. There were essential differences between

the prime minister’s strike as an official and his resigning, which reflected the complexity of central politics in the Song Dynasty.

Key words: Song Dynasty ; prime minister; resigning

136



