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On the Morality of the Six Dynasties
Wu Tianming

Abstract : There were four ways of governing the country and benefiting the common people in the Six Dynasties of Yao, Shun,
Xia, Shang, Zhou, and the Spring and Autumn Period. Their backgrounds, main characteristics, specific meanings and application de-
grees were quite different, and their actual influences on the state governance of China for more than 2000 years since the Han Dynasty
were also quite different. Yao and Shun’s age was in Neolithic Age, and they were extremely short of means of living. In order to avoid
the extinction of the race, they had no choice but to implement the principle of " the whole people are for the public" .Therefore, al-
though the way of Yao and Shun was great and public, it was inhumane and untimely and should not be advocated. Xia, Shang and
Zhou Dynasties were in Bronze Age, and the economy developed and surplus wealth appeared, so the whole people were for their own
families and everyone was for himself. Yu of Xia, Tang of Shang, King Wen, King Wu, King Cheng and Zhou Gong, were intelligent
and smart, benefited others and themselves, their profit scale and way were in line with the principles of propriety and righteousness.
Therefore, the way of the Six Gentlemen was the way of benevolence and virtue that had not changed from generation to generation in
the era of private ownership. It's a pity that the way of the Six Gentlemen had only " loyalty" but no " forgiveness" , which made it diffi-
cult for the benevolent and virtuous gentlemen who couldn’t practice Tao to get along with themselves. The Spring and Autumn Period
entered the era of Iron and Steel civilization, and China had no unanimous ruler and its wealth was increasing rapidly. Although the way
of being a gentleman was beneficial to the common people objectively, it was stupid and hypocritical subjectively. It was not really the
way of being a benevolent gentleman, so it should not be advocated. Confucius’ doctrine of "loyalty and forgiveness" excluded not only
Yao and Shun’s doctrine but also the doctrine of gentleman—ship in the Spring and Autumn Period. Tt was the inheritance and develop-
ment of the doctrine of the Six Gentlemen. Its theoretical innovation seemed to be very limited, but it was based on the history of the
three generations, according to the irreversible historical development rule that human selfishness can drive economic development and
the whole people are for their own families, and according to the experience of three generations of gentlemen in governing the countries
that they were honest and benefited others and ultimately benefited themselves, on the basis of his own ideal of reforming national gov-
ernance under the guise of ancient traditions. The system of " the new king’s way" Confucius created benefited both oneself and others,
which was not only inherited by later thinkers and politicians, but also repeatedly tested by the history of more than 2000 years from
Han Dynasty to the present China. It is the most correct way of national governance.

Key words : morality of the Six Dynasties; loyalty and tolerance of Confucius; the way of new kings; national governance; political

philosophy
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