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The Modern Transformation of Confucian Rite Education
Hu Jiaojian
Abstract: The saying of "to eat people" in Confucian Rite Education is just a criticism of the form of pre—modern rite education
from a modern standpoint. The real connotation of Confucian Rite Education is to follow the order and rhythm of a certain way of life, so
as to create and construct a social subject suitable for the way of life and its living world. The reason why the Old Rite Education is " to
eat people" is that the collective family entity and hierarchical life world constructed by the Old Rite Education based on the pre—mod-
ern lifestyle devour and suppress the individual. In modern society, under the guidance of socialist core values, we should make a new
form of rite education suitable for modern life style, so as to construct individual subjectivity and modern life world. If the Old Rite Edu-

" nurture people" , achieve individual subjectivity, and then achieve a life

cation is "to eat people" , the New Rite Education aims to
world with modern spirit.

Key words:to eat people; Old Rite Education; to nurture people; New Rite Education
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