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Reconstruction of Economic Life in Southern Song Dynasty .

from Shipping Department to General Office
Meng Zezhong

Abstract ; After the establishment of the Southern Song Dynasty, the original fiscal system could not balance the distribution of the
financial resources between the central and local governments, and the imperial court gradually carried out reforms. Before crossing the
river, the Shipping Department inherited the water transportation system of the Northern Song Dynasty, and the financial revenues from
Jiangnan area were mainly used for the court tributes and seldom were used for military expenditure. From the 3rd year of Jianyan to the
3rd year of Shaoxing, the Shipping Department was no longer the main supply organization, but the imperial court still used the Ship-
ping Department and the Capital Transit Department to control the supply of financial resources, which created a contradiction with the
local military demand. From the 3rd year to the 11th year of Shaoxing, with the transition from the Shipping Department to the General
Consulate, the central government strengthened the supervision of the supply of military rations and the army. This system transforma-
tion rebuilt the economic lifeline of the Southern Song Dynasty and became the financial foundation for its stability for more than 150
years.

Key words: the Southern Song Dynasty; Shipping Department; the General Office
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