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A Probe into Four Basic Elements of Values on Money

Ao Xiang

Li Jixin

Abstract: Establishing a correct concept of money is the inherent demand to satisfy people’s needs to live a wonderful life. There

are four basic elements which need to be probed. The first element is about the essence of money that can be realized in the view of phi-

losophy, sociology, economics and politics natures. The second element is about the functions of money which includes realizing its

functions as a medium of exchange, as a standard of value, as a standard of deferred payment, and a store of value. The third element

is about the argumentation and criticism on several distorted values on money, including the almighty power of money, the supremacy of

money, gaining money with all means and show—off and “contracted” money consumption. The fourth is about the gain and use of mon-

ey. People should get money through reasonable channels and use them wisely. Becoming rich by legal channels should be encouraged

and supported and maintained by the discipline, law, morality and order. Reasonable consumption should be advocated, the relation-

ship between man and money should be perceived scientifically and man should be the master rather than the slave of money.

Key words: values on money; essence; functions; argumentation; criticism
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