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The Double-sided Writing of Modernity

— On the Grand Narration in Contemporary Network Literature

Gao Xiang

Abstract : The concept of grand narration is born in modernity. The evolution of pure literature and popular literature reflects the

overall appearance of deviating from modernity and grand narrative. Network literature starts from the context of the times, and generates

a grand narrative pedigree that reconstructs modernity by using nationalist narratives that dispel historical humiliation, industrial party

narratives that show development logic, and civilization narratives that imagine the future. However, its narrative logic is limited by the

individual characteristics of network literature, presenting a complex interleaving based on individual desires and national sentiments,

science and technology, space and time, demonstrating the duality of the grand narrative and individual writing in contemporary China.

Key words : network literature; grand narration; modernity ; nationalism; industrial party
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