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A Commentary of the Debate on Kang Youwei’'s Thesis that Bizhongshu

Was Pseudographed by Liu Xin

Jiang Guanghui Xiao Yonggui

Abstract ; Bizhongshu consists of Shang Shu ( The Book of Documents) , an ancient Chinese text collected in Fu Sheng's house
walls in the Western Han Dynasty, and the classics found in the walls of Confucius’s house. It was the main position of the dispute be-
tween the modern and ancient Confucian classics in the Han Dynasty, and the key to solving the academic public case of the dispute
between the modern and ancient Confucian classics in the Han Dynasty. In the end of the Qing Dynasty, Kang Youwei advocated the re-
form with the study of modern Confucian classics as an ideological weapon. He wrote The Textual Research on Pseudo—Classics, which
believed that the " Bizhongshu" was pseudographed by Liu Xin. Kang tried his best to prove the falsification from three aspects: Ancient
Shang Shu, ancient Confucian classics and ancient writing materials, forming a systematic argumentation logic and principles, which a-
roused the re—understanding and re—contention of the dispute between the modern and ancient Confucian classics in the late Qing Dy-
nasty and the Republic of China. Cui Shi, Qian Xuantong, Gu Jiegang and other ancient skeptics praised and expounded Kang's atti-
tude and there were refuters such as Hong liangpin, Zhu Yixin, Fu Dingyi and Qian Mu who made every effort to refute Kang's theory.
However, there were some incomprehensible points in various arguments. Therefore, this article, through the way of evaluation, nar-
rates and comments simultaneously to complete and perfect their arguments, so as to present the historical truth.

Key words: Kang—Youwei; The Textual Research on Pseudo—Classics; Bizhongshu; Lin Xin forged the Classics; dispute between

Confucian classics in ancient and modern times
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