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New Development and Public Practice of Confucianism: Han Yu's Exemplification

Wang Zhongjiang

Abstract : Han Yu, on the extension line of Confucianism, faced with both the uni—orientation and disorientation of Confucianism,

and the challenges of Buddhism and Taoism, took great pains to establish Confucianism’s Taoist spectrum and self-identity with unique

courage and mission, elucidated the spirit and value of Confucianism, and practiced and asserted Confucianism’s asceticism with fear-

less moral courage. As a real Confucian, his words and deeds were exemplary. Some critics of Confucianism only focus on the confu-

cianists’ efforts to enter official positions and seek power, but do not pay attention to their ideas and practices of using power as a tool

to govern the world. Han Yu's example shows that this is not a complete judgment.

Key words : Confucianism; new development; Taoist notation; practice; exemplification

103



