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On How Ancient Chinese Myths Become Fairy Tales

Yan Deliang

Abstract:In order to improve its influence, publicize the belief in immortals and life longevity, fairy tales have consciously trans-

formed and borrowed myths in the development process, which makes the ancient myths become fairy tales. The phenomenon that myths

become fairy tales is a unique development feature of the ancient Chinese myths. It has experienced a long development process and is

closely related to the development of immortal thought. The similar thought pattern of myths and fairy tales, and their identical recogni-

tion and concept of universe, nature and soul, are the precondition and basis for myths becoming fairy tales. There are many reasons

why myths become fairy tales, such as the awakening and change of subjects, the advocacy and propaganda of alchemists’groups, the

belief and practice of emperors, the confrontation and backwash against the historicization of myths. The phenomenon that myths be-

come fairy tales makes fairy tales widely spread, consolidated and developed. And at the same time, it makes the myths enriched, pre-

served and spread.

Key words: the ancient Chinese myths; fairy tales; the phenomenon that the ancient myths become fairy tales
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