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The Relation Between Human Desires and Material Goods in Xun Zi. a New Interpretation

Li Chenyang

Abstract: The academics have interpreted the two statements " desires don’t necessarily exhaust materials, and materials don’t

necessarily yield to desires" in Xun Zi Li Lun as expressing the same meaning from the positive and negative aspects, that is to say, the

goods desired for shouldn’t surpass the existing goods. Based on this kind of interpretation, Xun Zi meant to control the desires within

the category of the existing properties. Actually, this interpretation neither adhered to Xun Zi's original statement nor his philosophy. In

fact, the two statements mean that people’s desires should not be limited by the existing properties and the satisfaction of desires should

not exhaust the material supplies. According to Xun Zi, through the effective restraint of Li, the growth of desire can promote the gener-

ation of materials, and the supply of materials can satisfy desires. In this way, " goods" and " desires" assist each other, then both can

increase, that is, "The two assist each other to grow, which is the origin of Li."
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