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The Function of Yellow in Song Dynasty

Cheng Minsheng

Abstract ; Yellow was one of the five positive colors in ancient times and one of the most noble colors in the Song Dynasty. Ancient

astronomy believed that the yellow of the stars and clouds was an auspicious omen. The main ritual vessels in the sacrificial area were

yellow, and the joy between the eyes and eyebrows was also called yellow.The imperial family in the Song Dynasty liked to use yellow

objects or yellow symbols such as the yellow court and the yellow bell. The emperor’s accession to the throne was often related to the

yellow robe, and he often wore light yellow robe on informal occasions. But yellow clothes in the Song Dynasty was not the emperor’s

dress suit, let alone special. Yellow was not monopolized by the royal family. Local governments and people had yellow buildings and ar-

tifacts, and officials and the army had yellow uniforms. Ordinary people could also wear yellow, but it was illegal for those with special

status to wear yellow without permission from the court. After adding work to prevent the moth yellow paper processing, more were used

for the government official documents issued by the authority, and precious books were with yellow paper. Most of the yellow dyes were

wild, the raw materials were common, the cost was low, and they even can be directly dyed yellow, which were the common material

basis of yellow clothing and utensils.

Key Words: yellow; admire red and respect yellow; Song Dynasty
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