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Turning Knowledge into Virtue: Wang Yangming's Virtue Epistemology
Yang Daoyu

Abstract: Based on the characteristics of mind philosophy, Wang Yangming formed virtue epistemology of unity of knowledge and
behavior. The first view was his knowledge axiology, which believed that the value of knowledge should be transformed from knowing
things to being things, from being things to being human—self, from enriching the content of the brain to developing the capacity of the
brain, from developing the competence to developing the character. The second one was his cognitive object theory, which believed that
the cognitive object should be transformed from knowledge to things —selves, from sheltered things—selves to un—sheltered things—
selves, from things—selves to affairs—selves, from things—selves to consciousness—self. The third one was his cognitive methodology,
which believed that cognitive methods should be transformed from watching things from the naked eyes to watching things from the
mind’s eyes, from learning through watching to learning through doing, from letting people learn epistemological rules to developing
people’s quality.

Key words; Wang Yangming’'s mind philosophy; virtue epistemology; knowledge axiology; cognitive object theory; cognitive

methodology
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