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Witchceraft Culture in the Story of '"Shang Tang Asking for Rain"

Luo Jiaxiang

Tian Rongfei

Abstract ; In the Shang Dynasty, witches can communicate with God and conveyed God’s will. According to the oracle bone in-

scriptions, the king of Shang participated in divination, and he was the most powerful sorcerer in Shang Dynasty. The story of " Shang

Tang asking for rain" was first recorded in Mo Zi, and its content was only prayers, by the time of Lv Shi Chun Qiu, the story of " Shang

Tang asking for rain" had been very rich, and its content was full of witchcraft, and a large prototype of the story of kings asking for

rain was displayed. In oracle bone inscriptions, it was recorded that the king of Shang often used the methods of " seeking rain by danc-

ing" and " offering sacrifices for rain" , and the way to praying for rain was closely related to the severity of the disaster. Combined with

unearthed documents, it is known that the story of " Shang Tang asking for rain" recorded in handed down documents is true, and the

witchcraft culture contained in it played an important role in Shang Tang’s rule over the Shang Dynasty and in convincing the people.

Key words: Shang Tang asking for rain; seeking rain by dancing; offering sacrifices for rain; witchcraft culture
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