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Between Emotion and Ritual .

An Analysis of the Mixed Point of View About Ritual Proposed by Zhu Xi
Shen Yelu

Abstract ;" Ritual is principle" and "ritual is based on emotion" were the two main propositions of Zhu Xi's ritual theory." Ritual

is principle" emphasized that ritual was invisible, which was equivalent to metaphysical principle, and existed as a whole and could not

be changed. " Ritual is based on emotion" meant that ritual could be changed according to the times and people’s emotions. These two

propositions showed logical conflict and their contradictions couldn’t be bridged. Zhu Xi resolved this by the theory " the same principle

shares different manifestations" . He divided " ritual" into two levels as principle of ritual and etiquette. The former could not be

changed while the latter could be changed by times and people’s emotions. Zhu Xi emphasized that through the effort of exploring some-

thing, people practiced etiquette consciously, so they may realize the principle( principle of ritual) and tend to be good.

Key words:Zhu Xi; ritual is principle; ritual is based on emotion; changed by times; the same principle shares different mani-

festations
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