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Central Thoughts in Hu Yuan’s Confucian Classic Studies

Zhang Peigao

Zhang Aiping

Abstract: Hu Yuan was not only a famous educator but also an influential expert on Confucian Classic studies. A careful investiga-

tion in Hu Yuan's works can identify his central thoughts, which can be encapsulated in four aspects: understanding of human nature

and emotion; people—centered theory; interpretations on Zhong Yong; collective governance. These thoughts were in direct response to

practical challenges, such as those from Buddhism and Taoism and the theory of eliminating emotion proposed by Li Ao. They were, to

some degree, inherited by Song and Ming Neo—Confucians.

Key words : Confucian Classic studies; human nature and emotion; Zhong Yong; people—centered theory; collective governance
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